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SCHOOLMISTRESSES FOR BOYS. 


THERE will be a great deal of sympathy 
with the protest of the National Association 
of Schoolmasters against the encroachment 
of women into the sphere of men in 
teaching. The present petition to local 
authorities is confined to two points—the 
service of male teachers under head- 
mistresses and the inspection of the physical 
training of boys by women—but it raises a 
much wider issue. The teaching profession 
is becoming more and more the prerogative 
of women and less and less that of men. 
The result is that not only are the general 
conditions becoming based on the female 
majority, the men being underpaid and the 
women overpaid, but that the education of 
boys is largely passing into the hands of 
women. This, on very understandable 
grounds, many of us hold to be quite 
undesirable. Women have not the same 
standards as men, neither have they the 
same conception of what constitutes man- 
liness, and it is psychologically important, 
therefore, that the moulding and training of 
boys shall not be in their hands, but in those 
of men. Let women take charge of the 
infants indiscriminately by all means, for 
there they are more fitted for the task, but 
as soon as the boys begin to be segregated 
into male classes, their teachers should be 
of their own sex. This is especially necessary 


in their games, exercises and physical train- 
ing, and the general public will learn with 
a sense of absurdity that it is necessary 
for the men to protest against women being 
put in charge of this department. 


The protest against having to serve under 
women’ headmistresses is more arguable, yet 
even here there will be a good deal of 
sympathy with the men. As we have 
pointed out, the profession is becoming 
every year less attractive to men and it is 
becoming a real difficulty to secure the 
numbers of male teachers necessary to staff 
the boys’ schools. The headmasterships 
are the posts which most attract the men 
and offer them a chance of supporting a 
wife and family comfortably. The number 
of these posts is necessarily limited, and 
if we reduce that number by appointing 
spinsters without the same family responsi- 
bilities, then we cannot be surprised if the 
falling-off of male applicants continues to 
an extent which is an embarassment and, 
in the view of many of us, a danger. It is 
to be hoped, therefore, that the members of 
education committees will give the subject 
serious consideration, and not be deterred 
by feminist clamour from taking the necessary 
steps to right what is becoming an ominous 
situation. 
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(‘‘ The physical training of lads is obviously a part of the work of the 
schools for which men are better fitted than women, and it follows 
that the inspection or supervision of this work should be placed in 
charge of men.’’— National Association of Schoolmasters.) 


(Reproduced by kind permission of ‘‘ THE BIRMINGHAM MAIL,” 25/1/34.) 


ME E. W. JONES, SECRETARY OF THE BIRMINGHAM 
BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS, SAID: 


THE UNION STRONGLY ADVOCATED THAT 
WHEN A POST WAS VACANT THE MOST SUIT- 
ABLE PERSON—WHETHER MAN OR WOMAN— 
SHOULD GET THE! APPOINTMENT. 


The Birmingham Matl—25/1/34. 





, 


N.B.—Mr. E. W.. JONES is a Member of the Executive 
of the National Union of Teachers. 
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